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death, but their sentences were commuted and they were
subsequently released. Lenin, disguised as an engine-
driver, escaped with Zinoviev to Finland, where he
remained in hiding for the next three months, though
keeping in constant touch with the party by means of
secret letters.

Kerensky, relieved for the moment from the Bol-
shevik menace, devoted his attention to the reorganization
of the Government, and on July 22 was able to form
a Cabinet based upon all parties with the exception of
the extreme Right and Left, the Monarchists and the
Bolsheviks. General Kornilov was appointed to succeed
Brussilov and was to try to check the German advance, and
on August 1 Kerensky issued a further pathetic assurance
to the Allied Powers that Russia would continue in the war
to the best of her ability.1 But this statement struck the
first note of that hopeless fatalism which was beginning to
envelop the Social Revolutionary movement in Russia.
Kerensky, now Premier, realized only too well that his
only chance of success depended upon an immediate peace
move by the Allies and the calling of the Constituent
Assembly ; he realized, too, the impossibility of achieving
either.

The attitude of the Allies towards the Provisional
Government had changed considerably from the bene-
volent expectation with which they had greeted the March
Revolution. The gravity and despondency of the reports
from the Embassies and missions in Petrograd, describing
the continued and increasing confusion which surrounded
the Government, had given rise to grave disillusionment
mingled with irritation and resentment. The fact that the
approval of the British Foreign Office had been requested
and given for the appointment of three different indi-
viduals as Ambassador to the Court of St. James', none of
whom had taken the trouble to come to London, had
1 Camming and Pettit, pp. 33-34.